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Acts 5:38-39:

% “So my advice is, leave these men alone. Let them go. If they are planning
and doing these things merely on their own, it will soon be overthrown. * But
if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You may even find
yourselves fighting against God!”

Acts 6:1-7:

But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent.
The Greek-speaking believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking
believers, saying that their widows were being discriminated against in the
daily distribution of food.

2So0 the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, “We apostles
should spend our time teaching the word of God, not running a food
program. ® And so, brothers, select seven men who are well respected and
are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will give them this responsibility. * Then
we apostles can spend our time in prayer and teaching the word.”

® Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen (a man full
of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolas of Antioch (an earlier convert to the Jewish faith). ¢ These seven were
presented to the apostles, who prayed for them as they laid their hands on
them.

”So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers greatly
increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, too.

I. Growing

What was the conflict about?
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Il. Dealing with in the church

What is the role of the Apostle or in our case the pastor in the church?

Vs. 2

Ephesians 4:11-13

""Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 2 Their
responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the
church, the body of Christ. '* This will continue until we all come to such
unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the
Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.

What were the requirements for those chosen?
Vs. 3

1 Timothy 3:8-10

8In the same way, deacons must be well respected and have integrity. They
must not be heavy drinkers or dishonest with money. ° They must be
committed to the mystery of the faith now revealed and must live with a clear
conscience. '’ Before they are appointed as deacons, let them be closely
examined. If they pass the test, then let them serve as deacons.

Why would being full of the Spirit be important for leading food distribution?

Vs. 7

John 14:26

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that | have said to
you.
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